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This is the first newsletter of 2021 and no doubt everyone is hoping for a better year than 2020.  Our little 
spot of paradise at the bottom right corner of the map is still looking pretty good to the rest of the Covid 
embattled world.  Imagine what it must be like as a northern hemisphere sailor under lockdown in the middle 
of winter watching coverage of those happy crowds out in the sun watching Prada Cup racing with no social 
distancing and not a mask in sight.  All very depressing, and even worse for the American Magic supporters. 
But let’s not get too smug – it will only take a leaky spot at an MIQ facility to have parts of the country back in
lockdown.  Stay safe out there.

DF Contests in 2021

We have five contests confirmed for 2021:

• DF95 South Island Champs at Pegasus, 27th & 28th March

• DF95 North Island Champs at Mangawhai, 1st & 2nd May

• DF95 Nationals at Pegasus, 18th & 19th September

• DF65 North Island Champs at Kapiti, October 9th & 10th

• DF65 Nationals at Wattle Farm, 30th & 31st October

These events are all scheduled in the NZRYA event calendar.  

The Notice of Race for the DF95 South Island Champs at Pegasus will be published soon.  This is the first 
event in our DF contest calendar this year and I encourage you to enter and join me at Pegasus to make this
a great kick-off contest for the year.

DF International Class Association

Having been through the process of agreeing and adopting a new DFRacingNZ constitution, I have been 
following with interest the deliberations of the group crafting a Constitution and By-Laws for the proposed DF 
International Class Association (ICA).  Progress to date has been good with the first draft of the Constitution 
and By-Laws completed prior to Christmas followed by a final review and some final editing.

The next step is the preparation of a National Class Association MoU for each country that wants to join the 
ICA to sign up to.  Following that, an initial committee will be appointed to form the Association with formal 
elections held thereafter.

It’s is an exciting step for the DF classes and will see us recognised by IRSA as an international class along 
with the A Class, Marblehead, Ten Rater and IOM classes.  The formation of an ICA recognised by IRSA 
(and hence World Sailing) is a necessary step before WS will sanction a DF class World Championship 
event. 

Regional Sailing Coordinators

In some parts of the country our fleets are scattered and not necessarily concentrated around established 
clubs.  This makes it more difficult to agree venues, communicate with skippers and get sailing activities 
organised on a regular basis.  Linton Little has recognised this issue for DF95 sailing in Auckland and has 
offered to act as coordinator for the Auckland region.

Linton will have a DF95 owner contact list for the Auckland region to work from.  The list will be updated 
periodically as new members enrol or members change their contact details.  The regional contact list will 
include:

• Owner name

• Phone number

• Email address

• Sail number

If you do not wish to be included on such a contact list, drop me an email and I will have your details 
excluded.  The DFRacingNZ Data Privacy Policy has also been updated to reflect the sharing of this contact 



information.

If other members wish to pick up a similar coordination role for their region, let me know and I can generate a
contact list specific to the needs of your sailing area or group.

Ultralite Radio Yachting

Tony Oudshoorn has announced that Ultralite Radio Yachting been appointed by Joysway as the New 
Zealand country distributor for DF class boats.  Their aim is to support the DF classes via direct sales and to 
promote sales through a network of Hobby stores throughout NZ.  There is a link to Ultralite Radio Yachting 
on the Links page of the DFRacingNZ website.

cheers
Graeme Perry 
(Secretary)


