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It’s been a little while since I put out a newsletter.  Meanwhile, our radio sailing world has got itself back to 
something approaching the old normal since coming out of lockdown.  Clubs all seem to be back into their 
sailing programmes and a number of regattas have already been keenly contested.

We have increased our membership a little since the last newsletter.  A breakdown of our membership 
numbers looks like this:

• A total membership of 166.

• 141 DF65 sail numbers allocated.

• 61 DF95 sail numbers allocated.

• and by region:

Region DF65 DF95

Auckland 38 18

Bay of Plenty 11 5

Canterbury 4 18

Hawkes Bay 22 9

Manuwatu 4

Nelson 1

Northland 9

Otago 2

Taranaki 2

Waikato 7 3

Wellington 49 6

DF65 2020 National Championship Regatta

The DF65 Nationals will be held at Winstones Lake, Otaki on 24th and 25th of October and be hosted by the 
Kapiti Radio Yacht Club.  The lake is a great sailing venue and the local boys promise a some good 
competition.  The Notice of Race is posted on the KRYC, NZRYA and DFRacingNZ websites.  

Some will be aware that this competition was originally scheduled one week earlier.  We moved the date of 
the event to avoid a clash with the IOM National Champs, to be held at Pegasus.  DFRacingNZ was 
consulted on the timing of the IOM event which we agreed to.  It only later became clear that some people 
wanted to be at both events.  Entries are open.

DF95 2020 National Championship Regatta

The DF95 Nationals will be held at Wattle Farm Reserve, on 7th and 8th of November and be hosted by the 
Norther Maritime Model Society.  NMMS ran the North Island DF65 Champs for us last year and did a great 
job.  This is the first ever major event for DF95s and we are expecting a good turnout.  The Notice of Race is 
posted on the KRYC, NZRYA and DFRacingNZ websites.  Entries for this event are also open.

A Note on Championship Events

For many of our skippers, these two National Championships will be the first time they will have had the 
opportunity to race at this level.  Don’t be put off – both these events will be a lot of fun and will showcase the
best our DF classes can offer.  However, there are a couple of formalities that might be a little different from 
your local club racing:

• Eligibility – To enter a National or Regional event in any class, you must be a member of the New 
Zealand Radio Yachting Association (NZRYA).  If you belong to a radio sailing club, chances are high
that the club has paid your NZRYA membership fee (only $10.00) and you are a member of NZRYA. 
If you don’t belong to a club, join one (and make sure they join you up to NZRYA), or if you live too 
far from your nearest club, you can join NZRYA directly as an individual member.  Check the NZRYA 



membership list published on the NZRYA website.  There will be no point in trying to get your 
eligibility sorted out at registration on the first day of competition.

• Class Rules – The organising clubs will want to ensure a fair contest and this includes ensuring that 
boats comply with class rules.  This is easy to achieve with DF class boats – if it came in the box and
is rigged according to the instructions, the boat will generally be fine.  However, pay attention to 
Class Rules Section H which covers the rules about sails and particularly placement of sail numbers.
This is an area where your local club sailing committee might be relaxed, but the measurer at the 
Nationals, not so much.  There are also documents on the DFRAcingNZ website which advise on 
areas of the Class Rules where variations are allowed.

• Your sail number will need to have been allocated by DFRacingNZ.  You can check that you are a 
DFRacingNZ member by checking one of the appropriate sail number lists on the DFRacingNZ 
website.  

These two events will be a great opportunity to make contacts across the DF community and develop racing 
skills at all levels.  Plus you get an opportunity to see our boats performing at the highest level.  I hope to 
meet many of you at these contests.

The DF Shop at Papamoa

Frustrated with delivery times of replacement parts?  Dusty Waddell may have the solution.

Dusty has been a great promotor of DF boats and has assisted many new skippers with import of boats and 
assembly of rigs.  The demand has reached a level where Dusty is now importing genuine parts direct and in
bulk from a USA based supplier and on-selling to a New Zealand wide market.  He has a good range of parts
(including hulls) and is expecting a big delivery within the next few weeks.  Next time you need to replace 
broken or worn gear, contact Dusty.  Prices are good and delivery from Papamoa is super fast for parts in 
stock.

cheers
Graeme Perry (Secretary)


