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A New Constitution

We’ve finally done it!  It’s taken a while to complete, but a new draft Constitution is now up on the Association
website (under the Class Association tab) for members to view and comment on.

I outlined in the last newsletter some of the reasons we need to overhaul our constitution.  In summary these 
are:

• Incorporation – At some point in the future, our Association will become incorporated.  The 
Incorporated Societies Act 1908 would require significant changes our current constitution which 
does not meet many of the requirement of the Act.

• Membership – There are a number of membership administration tasks that can't be performed 
under our current constitution and the Association needs to fix this in order to function properly.

• Changes to our fees structure – Our Association has no flexibility in setting it's own fees.  The current
fee structure limits our ability to generate income other than from sail registrations.

• Sail Numbers – Your sail number is allocated at time of joining.  We have no rules around 
relinquishing or transferring numbers (like when a boat is sold).

Along with the Constitution is a set of Regulations.  The two documents have been developed in consultation
with NZRYA and once adopted, will become the governing documents of the Association:

• The Constitution includes the fundamental principles which govern the Association.  These are 
equivalent to the Articles in our current Constitution. 

• The Regulations are the administrative rules and specify how the business of the Association will be 
conducted.  They generally provide guidance to the Management Committee on how the Association
is to be run.

I wanted to publish the documents prior to the NI Champs at Wattle Farm being held at the end of this month.
This will give a chance for people attending the champs to discuss with others and also the two Association 
committee members who will be at the event.  

Also up on the website is a paper outlining the process for adopting the new Constitution.  You will see there 
is ample time for members to consider the draft Constitution and Regulations and to submit proposals for 
changes.  The full timetable takes us through to the middle of March 2020.  While this might seem an 
extended timeframe, it does give members plenty of opportunity to contribute and carefully consider any 
proposed changes.

For those who feel that wading through these documents is a bit of a chore, we have also published an 
overview of the draft Constitution.  While its difficult to make direct comparisons, this document identifies 
most of the differences between the new draft Constitution and the old.

North Island Champs

The 2019 New Zealand DF65 North Island Championships will be held at Wattle Farm 30th November and 1st

December.  This is the first ever championship event for DF65s in New Zealand, so marks a coming of age 
for the class.  Northern Maritime Model Society have a fabulous venue at Wattle Farm and will run a great 
contest.  Lunches are included in the entry fee.

Entries close 18 November

Get yours in now

Notice of Race and Entry Form are published on the WattleFarmSailing website.  You can also find the event
on the NZRYA and our DF65 Association websites.  Sailing Instructions and other regatta information will be 
published two weeks before the event.  Hope to catch you there.

Nationals

We did have a spot booked in the sailing calendar for a National Champs to be held 8 and 9 February – the 
weekend following Waitangi Day.  The feedback has been firstly that scheduling events in conjunction with 



public holidays tends to cut into family time for lots of skippers, and secondly that a National Champs should 
be held towards the end of the year.  So we’ll go back to the drawing board on this one and rethink the date.  
Watch this space.

Events Survey

We want to find out what types of DF65 events appeal to our members, so we have created a short survey to
get your feedback.  You can find a link to the survey at the bottom of the Home page of the Association 
website.  Please take a moment to head over there and click a few boxes for us.  The results of the survey 
will help us decide what events we should be organising in 2020.

That's all from me for now.
cheers
Graeme Perry (Secretary)
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